HUALAPAI TRIBAL COUNCIL
RESOLUTION NO. 06-2015
OF THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE
HUALAPAI TRIBE OF THE HUALAPAI RESERVATION
PEACH SPRINGS, ARIZONA

TITLE: Support for conservation of the Bear’s Ears region to protect cultural, historical,
and natural resources on federal lands in San Juan County, UT

WHEREAS, we, the Hualapai Tribe does hereby establish and submit the following
resolution; and,

WHEREAS, the Hualapai Tribe recognizes the historic and ongoing ties to the
lands, animals, plants, resources of San Juan County, Utah by Native American people; and

WHEREAS, the proposed Bear's Ears National Conservation Area/ National Monsment is
the ancestral home of many Southwestern Native Amecican Tribes, including the Navajo, the Hopli,
Zuni, Acoma, Zia, and Jemez Pueblos along with the Ute Mountain, Southern, and Uintah @uray
Utes, the San Juan, Kaibab, and Utah Paiute Tribes and the White Mountain and Jicarilla Apache
Tribes, all of whom assert their affiliation, occupation and enduring use of these Conservation Area/
Monument lands; and

WHEREAS, the proposed National Conservation Area/ National Monument is
bordered on the west by the Colorado River and on the south by the San Juan River and Navajo
Nation reservation, the Conservation Area/ Monument is characterized by prodigious topogmphic
diversity and striking landforms. Containing an intricately rich ecological system, the Navajo and
other Tribes depend upon the proposed Consetvation Area/ Monument to sustain their traditional
livelihoods and cultural practices. Cedar Mesa, the Conservation Area/ Monument’s centerpiece
offers sprawling vistas while Comb and Butler Washes, as well as Moki, Red, Dark, Grand Gulch,
and White canyons support verdant ribbons of ripatian habitze. Desert Bighom Sheep grace the
lower desert lands while the 11,000 foot Abajo Mountains host forests of Ponderosa Pine, Spruce,
Fir and Aspen, providing a home to Mule Deet, Elk, Black Bear and Mountain Lion, sacred icons of
the mesa’s original peoples. Patamount for the Navajo, the majority of the regions current
inhabitants, is the proper management of the proposed Conservation Area/ Monument’s native
plants and wildlife that are food, shelter and medicine and its cultural sites that are central to their
spiritual practices.

WHEREAS, the proposed National Conservation Area/ Monument includes towering
cliffs and mesas bisected by sheer canyons, which expose sedimentary layers revealing a geologic
history stretching back to when a sea covered this landscape. Containing unsurpassed cultural and
palcontological resources, the proposed Conservation Area/ Monument is wotld renowned for the
integrity and abundance of its archaeological resources. Six cultural specisl management areas are
within the proposed Conservadon Area/ Monument boundaries: Alkali Ridge National Historic
Landmark, the Hole-in-the-Rock Historical Trail and the Grand Gulch, Big Westwater Ruin, Dance
Hall Rocl, Sand Island Petroglyph Panel, the Newspaper Rock Petroglyph Panel, and the Butler
Wash Archaeological District National Register site. Also occurring in the proposed Conservation
Area/ Monument's 19 distinct geologic units are scientfically significant vertebrate and non-



vertebrate paleontological resources that are particulady abundant in the Cedar Mountain, Butro
Caanyon, Morrison, and Chinle Formations.

WHEREAS, the proposed National Conservation Area/ Natiopal Monument has been
inhabited for greatet than 12,000 years by multiple indigenous cultures, who utilized, traveled
through, and built dvilizations on these lands. At the Lime Ridge Clovis site is evidence of
Paleoindian occupation and the archacological record indicates widespread use between 6000 B.C.
and A.D. 100 by Archaic Peoples. Possessing numerous Archaic Period sites of varying size and
complexity are Cedar Mesa, Elk Ridge, and Montezumns Canyon. Other notable sites inclade Alkali
Ridge, Cowboy Cave, Old Man Cave, and Dust Devil Cave. Pethaps the most intensive occupation
of the proposed Conservation Area/ Monument lands was during the time that archacologists have
called the Formative Pedod (AD 100 — AD 1300), which resulted in very latge numbers of
archaeological sites ranging from small lithic scatters to large, highly complex village sites. The
region continued to be occupied and utilized by the ancestors of present-day Southern Paiute, Ute,
Navajo, Apache, and vadous Pueblozn cultures for many centuries, up until modem times.

WHEREAS, the proposed Bear’s Ears Conservation Area/ National Mogument is
comprised of primarily Burcau of Land Management Wildemness Study Areas and lands with
Wildemess Characteristics and U.S. Forest Service Roadless Areas. Vast, remote desert mesas cut by
sheer walled serpentine canyons provide unaparalleled solitude and sceaic quality that is comparable
to or exceeds those found in aecarby national patks and monuments, such as Canyonlands, Arches,
Grand Staircase, Natural Bodges, Hovenweep, and Mesa Verde.

WHEREAS, prority management values 1o protect within the proposed Conservation
Arca/ Monument are: cultural, archaeological, wildlife, and naturai & scenic resources. An essential
aspect of the proposed Conservation Area/ Monument’s management is to better protect these
resources and to ensure their ongoing and sustainable use.

WHEREAS, Native Americans have unique and important cultural and historical ties to
the land and its wildlife and other natural resources; and

WHEREAS, Native Amcricans’ connections to the land support Native life and culture
in importaat, life sustaining ways, including: subsistence huating, fishing and gathering of nature’s
matenals for medicinal, spiritual and other uses, preservation of trbal sacred places, and as sources
of economic development; and

WHEREAS, Native American have shown quality and excellence in managing lands
and natural resources to protect the cultural integrity of the homeland of Native peoples; and

WHEREAS, southeastern Utah includes many areas of vital importance to Native
peoples’ identity and history;

WHEREAS, these areas are under constant threat of cultural vandalism, looting of
Native cultural sites, indiscciminate off road vehicle use that damages aceas sacred to Native peoples,
encrgy development footprints that negatively impact lands of historic and cultural importance, and
genenal degradation of wildlife and plant habitats of importance to Native traditional practices;



WHEREAS, to prevent this rapid destruction of lands in southeastern Utah is
important to Native peoples, formnal protection as a national conservation area or national

monument is required;

WHEREAS, formal protection of southeastern Utah lands as a National Conservation
Area/ Monument will provide important consistency and quality to management of these lands, and
define principles of management that will positively affect Native values on these lands in the

following ways:

0 Protection will be a permanent part of a national system of protected lands that carry
strong and clear legal definitions of the primacy of conservation of cultural, historical
and ecological values that define Native connections to these lands.

0 Protection as a national conservation area or national monument creates important
opportunities for consultation of Native Americans and participation in management of
these resources and increased funding for the protection of these resources with an
emphasis on conservation and preservation of the region’s cultural and natural resources.

O Protection should be at the largest landscape level possible, providing connectivity of
wildlife and plant habitats, ecological integrity of the region and be comprehensive in its
protection of Native sacred sites, which cannot be considered out of the context of the
larger landscape.

© Protection of lands in southeastern Urah as a national conservation area or national
monument will be 2 top priority for concerned federal agencies, with public involvement
and a priortization of staffing, resources and cooperation with Native peoples.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Hualapai Ttibe extends its support for
the Bear's Ears National Conservation Area or National Monument designation that reflects the will
and the values of Native peoples whose identitics, histories, cultures and futures are inextricably tied
to these lands.

CERTIFICATION
I, the undersigned as Chairwoman of the Hualapai Tribal Council hereby certify that the
Hualapai Tribal Council of the Hualapai Tribe is composed of nine (9) members of whom nine
(9) constituting a quorum wete present at 3 Regular Council meeting held on this 9* day of

Pebmagy 2015; and that the foregoing resolution was duly adopted by a vote of {9) in favor, (0)
opposed; pursuant to authority of Article V, Section (a) of the Coanstitution of the Hualapai

Tribe approved March 13, 1992.
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HUALAPAT TRIBAL COUNCIL

Doy

Adeline Crozier, Asslsg Secretary
HUALAPAI TRIBAL COUNCIL




